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Words of Wisdom on Congress

 Just because you do not take an interest in 
politics doesn't mean politics won't take an 
interest in you – Pericles

 We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great 
ones to public office - Aesop

 I love to go to Washington - if only to be near 
my money - Bob Hope

 Some men change their party for the sake of 
their principles; others their principles for the 
sake of their party - Winston Churchill
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Words of Wisdom on Congress

 A zebra does not change its spots - Al Gore
 Things are more like they are now, than they 

ever were before - Dwight D Eisenhower
 After two years in Washington, I often long for 

the realism and sincerity of Hollywood - Fred 
Thompson

 Politics is supposed to be the second oldest 
profession. I have come to realize that it bears a 
very close resemblance to the first - Ronald 
Reagan
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Words of Wisdom on Congress
 Suppose you were an idiot and suppose you were 

a member of Congress .... But I repeat myself -
Mark Twain

 Politics has become so expensive that it takes a 
lot of money even to be defeated – Will Rogers

 There are always too many Democratic 
congressmen, too many Republican 
congressmen, and never enough U.S. 
congressmen – Anonymous

 Source: 
https://soapboxie.com/activism/Quotations-
Politics
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Mid-Term Elections
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HEA Reauthorization – PROSPER Act

PROSPER Act Regulatory Reform Would:
 Repeal State Authorization Regulations
 Create Single Definition - Level Playing Field
 Sharply Limit Borrower Defenses to Repayment
 Eliminate 90/10 Rule
 Rewrite Federal Direct Loan Program
 Repeal Credit Hour Definition
 Repeal Gainful Employment Rule
 Eliminate FSEOG
 Restructure Work Study
 Create New Apprenticeship Program
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HEA Reauthorization – PROSPER Act
House: PROSPER Act Status:
 House E&W Committee Vote, December 12, 2017: 
 23-17 (Straight Party Line)

 Report Issued 2/8/18-Scathing Democratic Dissent
 Bill Awaits House Floor Action
California Committee Members:
 Duncan Hunter (R-50th-El Cajon)
 Susan Davis (D-53rd-San Diego)
 Mark Takano (D-41st-Riverside)
 Mark DeSaulnier (D-11th-Walnut Creek)
Senate: Still Awaiting Bill Language
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HEA Reauthorization – PROSPER Act
House Report:  Democrats’ Sharp Dissent to 
PROSPER Act Claims That For-Profits:
 Are “a  bad bet for students…”
 Had “the worst student outcomes.”
 Showed a “sector-specific failure to educate and 

prepare students.”
 Engaged in “abusive practices  … not solely … the 

work of singular bad actors.”
 Have a “foundational problem” that “education 

offered at these institutions is in too many cases 
not worth the high cost to student borrowers.” 
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U.S. Department of Education 
Regulatory Outlook
Regulatory Reform Agenda Items:
Negotiated Rulemaking Sessions Completed:
 Gainful Employment – NPRM Pending
 Borrower Defense to Repayment – NPRM Pending
Request For Comments Published:
 Discharge of Student Loans in Bankruptcy – ED 

Weighs Action to Relax Barriers to Discharge
Rumored Pending Regulatory Relief Topics:
 State Authorization
 Distance Education – “Regular and Substantive”
 Accreditation



14

THE NEW EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: 
LEANER IN THE UPPER RANKS
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THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: 
LEANER IN THE UPPER RANKS

Source: ed.gov  - Note:
last modified 2/23/18
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Stanley A. Freeman joined Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville in 1994. He is the former president of the firm and founder 
of the firm's education practice.

Stanley counsels postsecondary educational institutions from all sectors of higher education regarding strategic 
issues pertaining to participation in the federal student financial assistance programs, accreditation, licensure, and 
related regulatory concerns. He was selected by his peers for inclusion in the 2009 - 2016 editions ofThe Best Lawyers in 
America in the specialty of Education Law.

Stanley has been actively involved in representing educational institutions for more than 20 years. In his practice, he 
counsels individual educational institutions, corporate investors in higher education, associations of schools and colleges, 
and allied educational companies on administrative, transactional, regulatory and litigation matters. He has represented 
numerous schools before the U.S. Department of Education and before other federal agencies, state educational 
oversight agencies, and accreditors on compliance matters, financial responsibility concerns, legislative issues, and 
investigative matters. He has also litigated cases in the state and federal courts. He spends much of his time advising 
clients concerning regulatory and compliance matters arising under the Higher Education Act of 1965, including 
program reviews, audits, substantive changes, changes in ownership and control, and other oversight matters.

Stanley has authored numerous articles on federal student financial aid issues for higher education publications and 
frequently speaks to gatherings of college officials and student aid administrators.

Stanley graduated with distinction from the Honors College of the University of Michigan in 1978 and earned his law 
degree from the Georgetown University Law Center in 1982. He is admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Virginia. Stanley is a lifelong resident of the Washington area, and he and his wife Cecilia have five 
children.
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